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In acco rdance wi th regulat ions and the de legated author i ty provided in Tit le 36, Code of Federal 

Regula t ions ("36 CFR" ) , Chapter 1, Parts 1-7, author ized by Tit le 16 United States Code, Sect ion 3, 

the fo l lowing provis ions apply to all lands and waters admin is tered by the Nat ional Park Service, 

wi th in the boundar ies of George Wash ing ton Bir thplace Nat ional Monument . Un less otherwise stated, 

these regulatory provis ions apply in addi t ion to the requ i rements conta ined in 36 CFR, Chapter 1, and 

Parts 1-7. 

Wri t ten determinat ions, wh ich explain the reasoning behind the Super in tendent 's use of d iscret ionary 

authori ty, as required by Sect ion 1.5(c), are in i tal icized print. 

36 C F R ^ 1.4 DEFINITIONS 

The defini t ion of unmanned aircraft means a dev ice that is used or in tended to be used in f l ight in the 

air w i thout the possibi l i ty of direct human intervent ion f rom within or on the dev ice and the assoc ia ted 

operat ional e lements and componen ts that are required for the pilot or sys tem operator in c o m m a n d 

to opera te or control the dev ice (such as cameras , sensors, communica t ion l inks). Th is te rm includes 

all t ypes of dev ices that meet this def ini t ion (e.g., mode l a i rp lanes, quadcopters , d rones) that are 

used for any purpose, including for recreat ion or commerce . 

36 C F R 61.5 - C L O S U R E S AND PUBLIC U S E LIMITS 

(a)(1) Closures 

Areas : 

• The Historic A rea , Vis i tor Center and Visi tor Center parking lot are c losed to the publ ic f rom 

5:00 pm until 9:00 a m unless otherwise posted. 

• The Popes Creek Picnic Area and Po tomac River Beach/Bur ia l Ground are c losed to the publ ic 

f rom 5:00 pm until 9:00 a m November 1^' through February 28*^ unless otherwise posted. 

• The Popes Creek Picnic Area and Po tomac River Beach/Bur ia l Ground are c losed to the publ ic 

f rom sunset to 9:00 a m March 1^' through October 31^ ' , unless otherwise posted. 

• Al l park a reas are c losed to the publ ic on the fo l lowing hol idays: New Years Day, Thanksg iv ing 

Day, and Chr is tmas Day. 

Established visiting hours are necessary for visitor safety and resource protection. 
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Boat ing: 

• The park shore l ines a long Popes Creek and ponds are c losed to the landing and launching of 

all boats /watercraf t and all public entry year- round. 

• T h e park shorel ine a long the Po tomac River beach is c losed to the landing and launching of 

motor ized boats/watercraf t . The launching and landing of non-motor ized boats/watercraf t , such 

as canoes and kayaks is permit ted a long the Po tomac River beach. 

Launching/landing of boats and watercraft along Popes Creek and ponds encourages slope erosion 

and could cause other damage to both natural and cultural resources (see Cultural Landscape Report 

for more Information). Launching and landing of motorized watercraft in a manner that wouid not 

negatively affect park resources requires infrastructure the park does not have. 

Fishing: 

• The park shore l ines, pedestr ian br idge, boardwalks and ponds are c losed to f ishing with the 

except ion of the Po tomac River Beach and Popes Creek des ignated f ishing area, wh ich is 

ad jacent to the Popes Creek Picnic Area. 

Fishing in undesignated areas along Popes Creek or other areas of the park could negatively affect 

park resources through trampling and encouraging erosion. In some areas, banks are severely 

undercut and pose a significant safety risk to anyone on top or below these banks. Fishing in some 

areas would detract from the historic landscape and could interfere with park interpretive activities 

(see Cultural Landscape Report for more information). 

Camp ing : 

• Camp ing is prohibi ted in the park except for NPS staff, vo lunteers or par tners w h o have 

permiss ion f rom the Super in tendent to do so and serv ice organizat ions, as provided in a 

specia l use permit . 

The park does not have infrastructure or services to support overnight stays by the public. 

U n m a n n e d Aircraft : 

• The launching, landing, or operat ing of unmanned aircraft (e.g. model a i rp lanes, quad copters, 

d rones) f rom or on lands and waters admin is tered by the Nat ional Park Serv ice wi th in the 

boundar ies of George Wash ing ton Bir thplace Nat ional Monumen t is prohibi ted, except as 

approved in wr i t ing by the Super in tendent . 

The use of unmanned aircraft may negatively Impact public safety, natural or cultural resources and 

could conflict with visitor use activities. 

(a)(2) Public Use Restrictions 
The following areas are designated for a specific use or activity and/or the following 
conditions or restrictions are imposed on a specific use or activity: 

Fishing: 

Fishing is a l lowed in the fo l lowed areas: 
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• Locat ion ad jacent to the Popes Creek Picnic Area des ignated by s igns indicat ing that f ishing is 

a l lowed 

• Po tomac River Beach 

Topography and soil conditions in these areas will support repeated foot traffic from fishing. These 

locations are also well-away from the Historic Area and fishing here does not conflict with visitor use 

or interpretation or detract from the historic landscape. 

See also 36 CFR § 2.3 of this document . 

Picnick ing: 

The park is c losed to picnicking in: 

• Any areas that wou ld Impede vehicular or pedestr ian traff ic 

• Any areas that wou ld interfere wi th park operat ions 

See also 36 C F R § 2 . 1 1 . 

Picnicking in certain areas could pose a hazard to both vehicular and pedestrian traffic or impede 
park operations. 

Reservat ions: 

Reservat ions are required for publ ic use of the fo l lowing facil i t ies: 

• L o g h o u s e — P o p e s Creek Conference Center 

• Picnic Pavi l ion 

Passenger Carry ing Buses & Veh ic les 

• Dr ivers of commerc ia l passenger-car ry ing d iesel- fueled motor vehic les are prohibi ted f rom 

idling their eng ines in park ing lots of deve loped areas. 

Idling engines are noisy and add unnecessary exhaust fumes to the air, which impacts the tranquil 

atmosphere of the park that is sought by many visitors. 

(a)(3) The following restrictions, iimits, c iosures, designations, conditions, or visiting hour 

restrictions imposed under §(a)(1) or (2) have been terminated: 

• Regulat ion that prohibi ted sw imming in the Po tomac River. 

36 C F R §1.6 - ACTIVITIES THAT REQUIRE A PERMiT 

Spec imen Col lect ing 2.5 (a) 

Specia l Events 2.50(a) 

Agr icu l tura l 2.60(b) 

Memor ia l izat ion 2.62(b) 

Bus iness Opera t ions 5.3 

Commerc ia l Fi lming and Photography 5.5 

Demons t ra t ions* 2.51(b) 

Sale & Distr ibut ion of Pr inted Matter* 2.52(b) 
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*May require a permi t depend ing on the scope of the activity. 

Permits will be specific in nature to the activity being permitted. A permit or letter of authorization 

must be in the permittee's possession at all times and exhibited to any authorized person upon 

request. 

36 C F R S2.1 - PRESERVATION OF NATURAL. CULTURAL AND ARCHEOLOGICAL 
R E S O U R C E S 

2.1 (c)(1) The fo l lowing may be gathered by hand for personal use: 

• Unoccup ied seashel ls may be col lected on the Po tomac River beach 

Gathering unoccupied seashells will not adversely affect park wildlife, the reproductive potential of a 

species, or otherwise adversely affect park resources. 

36 C F R 62.2 - WILDLIFE PROTECTION 

2.2(d) 

• G a m e an imals lawful ly taken outs ide of the park may be t ranspor ted by vehic le through the 

park for the purpose of exi t ing the park under the fo l lowing condi t ions: 

o T ranspor t veh ic les may not stop in any deve loped area of the park 

o Persons t ranspor t ing wil l have in their possess ion a val id Virg in ia hunt ing l icense 

o An ima l ca rcasses are subject to inspect ion at any t ime by an author ized person 

The park does not wish to impede those hunting legally in a jurisdiction outside the park, nor the 

transportation of legally taken game. However, the transportation of game through the park, an area 

closed to hunting, is incompatible with the tranquil atmosphere of the park and could cause confusion 

with the park's hunting reguiations. 

2.2 (e) 

• V iewing wi ldl i fe or areas f requented by wildl i fe by means of an artif icial light source (e.g., 

vehic le headl ights, strobe) is prohibi ted in the park. 

The viewing of wildlife at night with the use of artificial lights temporarily blinds wildlife and alters their 

natural behavior. 

36 C F R 62.3 - FISHING 

(a) Fishing shall be in accordance with the laws and regulations of Virginia: 

• A Virg in ia sa l twater or Mary land Bay Sport or Po tomac River Fisher ies f ishing l icense is 

required to f ish at the Po tomac River Beach. 

• A Virg in ia sa l twater or f reshwater sport f ishing l icense is required to f ish f rom the locat ion 

des ignated for such activity, wh ich is ad jacent to the Popes Creek Picnic Area. 

• Al l f ishing must comply wi th State size l imits, catch l imits, and other restr ict ions. 

• See also 36 CFR § 1.5 of this document . 
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36 C F R §2.5 - R E S E A R C H SPECIMENS 

(a) The superintendent may issue permits for the collection of plants, f ish, wildlife, rocks and 

minerals for research purposes according to general and park-specific conditions established 

by the National Park Service for scientific research and collection permits. These conditions 

are found online at http://science.nature.nps.qov/research and are subject to revision. The 

guidelines found at that website are hereby adopted and made part of these orders. 

36 C F R 62.10 - CAMPING AND FOOD S T O R A G E 

Camp ing is prohib i ted in the park except for NPS staff, vo lunteers or par tners w h o have permiss ion 

f rom the Super in tendent to do so and serv ice organizat ions, as provided in a special use permit. 

See 36 C F R §1.5 of this document . 

36 C F R 62.11 - PICNICKING 

• Picnick ing by g roups of more than 25 people may be cons idered an event and may require a 

Specia l Use Permi t unless done in the park 's picnic area. 

Large groups present potential problems with litter, parking, resource damage and interference with 

park operations. For these reasons, group events will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 

• "Hold ing" or unoff icial ly reserv ing tables in the picnic area for other indiv iduals is prohibi ted. 

Picnic tables are first-come, first-served, except for the pavilion which may be reserved. 

See also 36 CFR §1.5 

36 C F R 2 . 1 3 - F I R E S 

(a)(1) The lighting or maintaining of fires is prohibited, except in the following areas and/or 

receptacles, and under the conditions noted: 

• Fires are only permi t ted at the Pope 's Creek Picnic Area in the park-suppl ied gril ls or personal 

gril ls brought by visi tors. 

• Fires mus t be moni to red at all t imes. 

• Dur ing per iods of high fire danger, the Super in tendent may c lose all or a port ion of the park to 

the l ighting and mainta in ing of f ires. 

(a) (2) The following restrictions are in effect for the use of stoves or lanterns: 

• S toves and lanterns are only permit ted at the Popes Creek Picnic Area. 

• Lanterns may not be at tached to t rees, vegetat ion, or park st ructures. 

(b) Fires must be extinguished according to the following conditions: 

• Fires must be ext ingu ished wi th water and ashes left in place. 

• A s h e s canno t be d u m p e d in trash receptac les or on the ground. 
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Fires, fire extinguisfiment and asfi disposal are regulated to protect fiuman life, park structures and 

park resources. Lantern hanging is restricted to prevent impacts to natural and cultural resources. 

36 C F R § 2 . 1 5 - P E T S 

(a)(1) Dogs, cats and other pets are prohibited in the following areas: 

• Al l park bui ld ings, except quar ters in accordance wi th the occupants rental ag reemen t and the 

Hous ing M a n a g e m e n t Plan. 

• Historic Area 

• Burial g round 

• T h e s e restr ict ions do not apply to service an imals or l ivestock. 

Pet behavior interferes with the quiet nature of the park and can scare wildlife and park farm animais. 

(a)(5) Pet excrement must be disposed of in accordance with the following conditions: 

• Pet owne rs mus t pick up and d ispose of pet exc rement in trash receptac les. 

Pet excrement has an undesirable smell and is unsightly. The smell of pets and their excrement has 

been shown to alter naturai wildlife behavior. 

36 C F R 62.16 - H O R S E S AND PACK ANIMALS 

(b) The use of horses or pack animals is allowed within five feet of any roadway and on the 

"Navy service road" (see attached map). 

(g) Other conditions concerning the use of horses or pack animals are as follows: 

• Horses and pack an imals are prohibi ted on the Po tomac River beach, the Historic Area, the 
Burial G round , picnic area, nature trail, traff ic circle. Visi tor Center park ing lot and the area 
immediate ly a round the visi tor center and visitor center parking l o t . 

• Stock trai lers mus t be parked at the Log House parking area unless o therwise di rected by a 
park emp loyee . 

• Al l manure mus t be picked up f rom parking lots and roadways and ei ther removed f rom the 
park or d isposed of at least 50 feet away f rom deve loped areas or water sources. 

• Per Virg in ia state law a val id , a negat ive Goggins test and proof of such is required for each 
horse. 

36 C F R 62.21 - SMOKING 

(a) Smoking is prohibited: 

• In all buildings and structures 

• In the Historic Area (i.e., the area of the trails starting at the Visitor Center and 

encompassing all the area from there to the traffic circle, to the bridge and boardwalks 

across Dancing Marsh, to the shoreline of Popes Creek and back to the visitor center). 

• Within 25 feet of any entrance to all public buildings 
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• Within 25 feet of any heating/cooling units of ail public buildings 

• Within 25 feet of any propane tanks 

Smoking is prohibited in the above areas to protect park resources, reduce the risk of fire, or prevent 

conflicts among visitor use activities. 

36 C F R §2.22 - P R O P E R T Y 

(a)(2) Leaving property unattended for longer than 24 hours is prohibited, except under the 

following conditions: 

• Property may not be left unat tended longer than 24 hours unless speci f ic permiss ion is g iven by 

the Super in tendent . 

36 C F R 62.35 - ALCOHOLIC B E V E R A G E S AND CONTROLLED S U B S T A N C E S 

(a)(3)(i) The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages, and/or to the possession of a 

bottle, can or other receptacle containing an alcoholic beverage that is open, or has been 

opened, or whose seal has been broken or the contents of which have been partially removed 

is prohibited as noted herein. The alcohol prohibition includes all park areas within the park 

boundary except government-owned housing and the immediate area. 

The park was established and is maintained to preserve and protect the resources of the park which 

serve as a living memorial to America's founding father, George Washington. The park is closed to 

alcohol consumption to protect the visitor experience in regard to the park's purpose. 

36 C F R 62.51 - DEMONSTRATIONS 

(b) Demonstrations of 25 people or less are allowed within the park areas designated as 

available under paragraph (c)(2). However, there are exceptions and, even when not required, 

a permit is recommended in order to assure space will be available at a particular designated 

location. Demonstrations of more than 25 people are allowed at designated locations when the 

superintendent has issued a permit for the activity. 

(c) (2) The following locations are designated as available for demonstrations: 

• An area has been set aside near the Visitor Center on the West end sidewalk that bisects 

the parking area. A map showing the location is attached to this document and is 

available on the park's website. 

• A second area is available at the Popes Creek Picnic Area. A map showing the location 

is attached to this document and is available on the park's website. 
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36 C F R §2.52 - S A L E OR DISTRIBUTION OF PRINTED MATTER 

(c)(4) The following locations are designated as available for the sale and distribution of non

commercial printed matter when a permit has been issued by the superintendent. 

• An area has been set aside near the Visitor Center. A map showing the location is 

attached to this document and is avaiiabie on the park's website. 

• A second area is available at the Popes Creek Picnic Area. A map showing the location 

is attached to this document and is available on the park's website. 
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G E O R G E WASHINGTON BIRTHPLACE NATIONAL MONUMENT 
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